
1

The Acorn Winter 2009
A Newsletter for Cheshire Parish Tree Wardens

SCORELINE
133 Parishes  174 Wardens

Contributions to next ACORN by February 2010 please
The views expressed in The Acorn are not necessarily

those of the Trust, its Trustees or editor

Cheshire Landscape Trust
Redland House, 64 Hough Green, Chester, Cheshire, CH4 8JY

Tel: 01244 674193  E-mail: cltoffice@tiscali.co.uk



2

Musings from my tree��

After this particularly cold and snowy winter it is pleasing to see the first signs of spring beginning to 

appear. The bulbs are pushing their way out of the soil and the buds on the trees are getting bigger by the 

day. Here at Cheshire Landscape Trust, we also have a new beginning with the arrival of our brand 

spanking new website!

Why not visit us at www.cheshirelandscapetrust.org.uk and let us know what you think (see below for a 

sneak preview). We have a news page that we�ll keep updated as often as possible with all our up-and-

coming events and latest happenings.

It has been a busy planting season over the past few months with lots of you coming over to Marbury to 

collect trees for your own community planting projects. If any of you have photos from your tree planting 

days please let us have a copy, preferably via email, and we�ll feature them on the news page of our 

website. This year�s tally of over 4,500 trees and shrubs planted takes the total number of plants donated 

by Cheshire Landscape Trust to community and school projects over the past decade to over 32,000 �

not bad for a small charity working with very little funding I think you will all agree!

Katie Lowe

Cheshire Landscape Trust

www.cheshirelandscapetrust.org.uk
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Special Thanks to Archie Miles�

Special thanks and recognition goes to Archie Miles for his photo used in 
the last edition of The Acorn. 

Tree Wardens Meeting @ Northwich
16th March 2010

Memorial Hall, Northwich
Please contact CLT if you need more information. 

Bluebell Walk @ Norton Priory
25th April 2010

Please contact Norton Priory for more information. 
www.nortonpriory.org or 01928 569895 

The Cheshire Show @ Tabley Show Ground
22nd-23rd June 2010

www.cheshirecountyshow.org.uk

Quince & Apple Day
17th October 2010

Please contact Norton Priory for more information. 
www.nortonpriory.org or 01928 569895 

Lower Moss wood
In August last year the Cheshire Tree Wardens joined Ray Jackson MBE 
for a guided walk around Lower Moss Wood Nature Reserve and Wildlife 
Hospital. Ray showed us the 17 acre mixed woodland, ponds and a peat 
bog which provide habitats for a wide variety of plant and animal 
communities. We were then shown the wildlife hospital which takes in any 
injured, sick or orphaned wild animal or bird for care, rehabilitation and 
eventual release back into the wild.

Thanks to Ray and his team for making us all so welcome. If any of you 
would like to make a donation to Lower Moss Wood and contribute to the 
work they do you can visit their website www.lowermosswood.org.uk or 
give them a call on 01565 755082 for further details.

www.nortonpriory.org or 01928 569895 
www.cheshirecountyshow.org.uk
www.nortonpriory.org or 01928 569895 
www.lowermosswood.org.uk
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Boost our bogs: less sexy than trees, but better
Those bleak carbon-rich quagmires are our rainforests

It�s all very well the Forestry Commission telling us to plant forests 
across Britain to beat climate change, but where is the standard-bearer 
for our bogs? Those bleak, windswept quagmires of squelching earth, 
which thrive on the colossal rainfalls that have made this November so 
depressing, could be the salvation of Britain�s carbon pollution problem.

Their vital statistics are truly impressive. Britain�s bogs store 5.5 billion
tonnes of carbon, more than half the entire country�s carbon storage, or 

35 years� worth of the UK�s carbon pollution. Compare that with our forests, which store 150 million
tonnes of carbon. That isn�t to say we should slash down forests and turn Britain into a giant swamp 
� for one thing, trees are far better at soaking up carbon. No, this is a hare and tortoise race: the 
trees race ahead and after a century or so stop growing, while the bogs plod along but can grow for 
thousands of years, so they lock away staggering amounts of carbon.

That�s why boglands across the globe hold about the same amount of carbon as all the world�s plants 
and trees. And Britain has about 8 per cent of the world�s bogland, so that�s a considerable resource 
in our own backyard.

And it�s all thanks to our appalling wet climate. Because so much rain falls, especially in the North and 
West, the ground becomes waterlogged, the water turns acid, and only sphagnum moss and other 
special plants can grow on it. When those plants die they become preserved in the acid waters like a 
pickled gherkin, holding their carbon in glorious heaps of peat. As long as the bogs remain wet and 
healthy, the carbon stays locked out of harm�s way from the atmosphere � which is why Britain�s 
bogs have sometimes been called our rainforests.

And how do we treat these national treasures? By thoroughly abusing them through drainage, 
burning, ploughing and overgrazing, in the name of farming, horticulture and development. It is a 
national disgrace. But we can all do something about it. There�s no excuse for buying peat compost 
that has been ripped out of a bogland when perfectly good peat-free alternatives are available. And 
the same can be said for buying potted plants in peat compost.

Worse still, as bogs become degraded, they start to release 
carbon dioxide. So we are sitting on a potential time bomb. It 
would be far cheaper to lavish our boglands with care, pump 
them up with water and replant them with their natural 
sphagnum moss than to plant new forests. They may not be 
sexy, but bogs have a huge part to play in cleaning up our 
climate.

Paul Simons, The Times, November 30 2009
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Growing thirst for cider offers hope of  an orchard revival

As apple pickers gather in the harvest from orchards wreathed in autumn 
mist, the National Trust is spending �536,000 to save a fast-disappearing 
feature of the landscape.

More than 60 per cent of England�s traditional orchards have vanished 
since the 1950s. In some areas the decline has been greater. Kent, once 

the �Garden of England�, has lost 92 per cent and Devon, a bastion of West Country 
scrumpy � the traditional still, cloudy cider � 89 per cent.

The trust, alarmed at the rapid decline, is trying to restore 30 of its traditional orchards and 
to save apple varieties with such names as Hoary Morning, Slap-Ma-Girdle and Pig Snout. 
A traditional orchard is defined as one where five or more fruit trees grow no more than 
20m apart. They are much less closely packed than commercial orchards.

One encouraging sign is that interest in cider and traditional drinks is 
on the increase. Growing demand for non-alcoholic cloudy apple juice 
has helped to make the current harvest season one of the busiest in 
years.

The project has already borne fruit at the Golden Cap estate near 
Bridport, Dorset, where an ancient cider press is being restored and 
apples are being gathered to turn into scrumpy.

Because many small orchards were close to an estate�s main house, they have been 
replaced by swimming pools and paddocks by owners with no time to maintain them and 
no use for their produce. The few large cider producers no longer buy apples in small 
quantities as they are not costeffective to collect.

Kate Merry, the trust�s orchard project manager, said: �There are 2,300 different 
varieties of English apple and we are in danger of losing them without even 
knowing it.

�In the old days farm workers were paid in cider, so every farmhouse would have 
had a little cider orchard. Orchards are part of our culture. But they need to be 
managed, otherwise they quickly become overgrown and the trees die. Fruit trees 
have a relatively short life span and if they aren�t replaced it does not take long 
for a small orchard to vanish.�

Simon de Bruxelles, From The Times, October 17, 2009
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The Time Travellers Guide to Medieval England�The Countryside

Contrary to what you might expect, the woodland area is not very much 

greater than in the modern world-that is to say about seven per cent of the land. 

However, almost every inch of the medieval woodland is managed carefully. Some 

areas are cornered off and coppiced, and then surrounded by high earth banks with hedges on 

top to stop the deer and other animals from eating the new shoots. The coppiced trees provide 

poles for charcoal burning, for fences, staves or just for firewood. Other areas of the woodland 

are managed for timber, with spaces being cleared to encourage the trees to grow tall and 

straight. Great oaks are prized commodities, allowing wide structural spans to be crossed with 

a single beam. There is relatively little fallen wood lying on the ground, especially in those 

woods near villages. The right to gather sticks and fallen timber is one which the manorial lord 

often grants to his tenants, and they take advantage of every last twig of it. In many areas it is 

their sole means of keeping warm through the long winter months. Where there is more fallen 

wood than the local tenants can use, the rights to gather it are sold. When the forest of 

Leicester is impassable, the lord sets a price of 1d for six cartloads of dead wood. That sees 

the forest floor quickly cleared. 

You might notice something else as you wander through the wood. Where are the conifers? 

In medieval England there are just three coniferous species- Scots pine, yew and juniper-

and juniper is more a bush than a tree. There are very few evergreens at all-holly is the only 

common one-so the winter skyline is particularly bleak. Every other pine, spruce, larch, cedar, 

cypress and fir you can think of is absent. In case you see deal or fir boards used in a lord�s 

castle and wonder where the trees are, they answer is that they are in Scandinavia: the Timber 

is imported. Nor will you find holm oaks, red oaks, redwoods, Turkey oaks or horse chestnuts. 

The trees which cover England are largely those introduced during the Bronze Age and 

Roman periods mingled with the species which repopulated the British Isles after the last Ice 

Age: rowan, ash, alder, field maple, hazel, sweet chestnut, whitebeam, aspen, some poplars, 

silver birch, beech, lime, walnet, willow, elm and hornbeam. And of course the good old oak. 

Both forms of oak are common: the small sessile variety which thrives in hilly areas, and far 

more valuable pedunculate sort used for building houses and ships. 

Now you are looking more closely at the landscape, you might notice some more subtle 

differences. That squirrel in the trees above you is a red one- the grey variety has yet to reach 

Britain. In the fields the cattle are smaller than their modern counterparts: much smaller. So 

too are the sheep. The breeding programmes to produce large farm animals will not take 














